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reaction, which had first set in as a result of
ParnelPs exposure of The Times9 articles, " Par-
nellism and Grime," and the revelation of Pigott
as a forger, received a fatal set-back with the
catastrophe of the Parnell divorce case.
To form an opinion of Gladstone's conduct of
this extremely trying incident, it is necessary to
study the subject with some care. Everybody
who does so without bias, will, I think, admit
that Gladstone personally emerges with as much
credit as such a squalid story permits. The matter
must be put in its historical cadre.
Gladstone and Parnell entered on the disastrous
election of 1886 in a state of unjustifiable opti-
mism.    Parnell knew nothing about England.
Gladstone's immense self-confidence led him to
believe he could carry the country with him as
in 1868 and in 1880.   But, being an " old man
in a hurry," he did not allow the affair time to
ripen.    The Chamberlain Party smashed the
official  leader.    But   Gladstone  continued   as
Liberal leader, waiting for the tide to turn.   The
Coercion Bills, which followed the formation of
the Conservative Government, began for the first
time to test the conscience of the British public,
and for this new fact in English politics the Irish
campaigns of Mr. Gladstone must be given full
credit.   The by-elections went favourably for the
opposition, arid everything seemed in excellent
trim for the next appeal to the country.   On
October s?snd, 1890, a by-election in the Ecdes